Supreme Court begins hearing on Section 377

SC takes up pleas challenging legal validity of British-era law
Says criminalising gay sex a curb on human rights
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= Health Ministry
favours decriminalisation of law in order
to prevent spread of HIV/AIDS
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WHAT'S SECTION 377 OF IPC?

“Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the
order of nature with any man, woman or animal, shall be
punished with 1[imprisonment for life], or with impris-
onment of either description for a term which may extend

to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.”

Engg matrix released
seats slashed by 667

More seats hkely togo vacant this year too

BENGALURU: A day after
private engineering col- Allotment of
mwm l;n ﬂ'\:f': CET seat matrix MBBS, BDS seats
regulatory committee, the CATEGORY ENGG | AGRICULTURE | ARCHITECTURE The mock allotment of
Karnataka Examinations General quota | 46,768 | 1,443 745 seats for entryinto med-
Authority (KEA) onTuesday  Hyderabad 6293 | - 97 ical and dental courses
releasedtheseatmatrixfor - -\ would take place on
engineering, architecture iculturist - 1.021 " Wednesday. The option
and agricultural science Agr . entry was thrown open
courses. quota for students on Saturday
Special Category | 2,155 | 383 42 and the mock allotment of
According to the seat ma- TOTAL 55,126 | 2,847 884 seats under NEET would
trix on the KEA website, as be announced on Wednes-
many as 55,126 engineering | (ORI day. Detalls, Page 5
seats of various courses, 2,847
seats in agriculture science, This is because a few colleges to adrop in the demand for a
and 884 seats in architecture _discontinuedsome coursesfor few courses. For example, the  Colleges holding
were made available for the various reasons. This might start of the Bachelor of Com- documents
first round ofcoumdhng Un- be due to less demand or puter Applications (BCA) has
like the previous year, thisyear, poor strength for the courses. Ied to the closure of Info Sci-  Private engineering
the government has reduced Hence, they have decided to  ence in many colleges, which  colleges, despite clear
667 seats.In2017-18, KEAhad wind up such courses. A few was considered as the second  instructions, continue
announced 55,883 seats. In  colleges have also requested option for Computer Science  to withhold original
fact.soonaﬁerﬂ)emmpleﬁon us to omit them in the seatal-  (CS),” a senior official of KEA  certificates of students or
of the admission process, sev- location.” told DH. demand they pay full fees
eral colleges reported alarge ~ KEA officials opined that ~ However, the KEA website if they chose to discontin-
number of vacant seats. thisyearaswell, asimilarnum- does not have any facility for ue the course. This admis-
edging a drop in  ber of engineering seats are students to update the option sion came from Higher
er of seats to H expected to go vacant. entry for the released seat ma- Education Minister G T
Khatri, Prmclpal "l‘hedemand htmeu‘- trix. Devegowda inawritten
mere !s adrop in the " | “Umanath Kotianinthe
nlllnber of engineering seats Assembly. Details, Page 5
thisyear compared to lastyear. sacrossdzm.'l‘hishaskd DH News Service
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Engg colleges still hold back
students’ documents: minister

BENGALURU: Private engi-
neering colleges, despite
clear instructions,

continue
to withhold original certifi-
cates of students or demand
they pay full fees if they
chose to discontinue the
course.

This admission came from
Higher Education Minister
G T Devegowda no less, in a
written reply to Moodbidri
MLA Umanath Kotian (BJP)
in the Legislative Assemblyon
Tuesday.

Devegowda said all the en-
gineering colleges had been
directed, as per All India
Council for Technical Educa-
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= Covt's stand on
the issue will be
made during the
course of hearing

= Health Ministry
favours decriminalisation of law in order
to prevent spread of HIV/AIDS

GT Devegowda

tion (AICTE) guidelines, not
towithhold documents or cer-
tificatesand repay the fee paid

WHAT'S SECTION 377 OF IPC?

“Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the
order of nature with any man, woman or animal, shall be
punished with 1[imprisonment for life], or with impris-
onment of either description for a term which may extend
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.”

ifstudents choose to discontin-
ue the course. “Two circulars
dated October 14, 2015 and
March 9, 2018 have been is-
sued infonning colleges of the
same,” the minister said. To
Kotian’s question on whether
the government was aware
thatcolleges continued to flout
this, the minister stated, “Yes.”
So far, the government has
taken up 24 such complaints
against engineering colleges,
the minister mfonned “They

‘Engg college on paper’
A government engineering
college was sanctioned in

Chikkamagaluru in Novem-
ber 2012. Six years later, the
college hasremained on paper.

In a written reply to
C T Ravi (BJP), Devegowda
stated that work on con-
structing the college had
been entrusted to the Visves-
varaya Technological Uni-
versity (VTU). “Construc-
tion work has not started
because the Income Tax
department has confiscated
Rs 440 crore of VTU funds,”
the minister stated.

Ravi cried foul. “The last
time I asked the question, I was
told that the government had
sought NABARD funds and
that the tender process was
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Says criminalising gay sex a curb on human rights

underway. I'm answerable to
my constituents and it’s been
six years since this college was |
sanctioned,” Ravi said.

Devegowda hit back saying
the college was sanctioned
when the BJP was in power.
“You were the higher educa-
tion minister then. You should
have ensured availability of a
building before sanctioning
the college.”

The minister said the gov-
ernment had not received a
response from NABARD and
it had sought Rs 26 crore un-
der the Centre’s Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA).
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